
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 8th March 2023
Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room

Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillors Barry Hills and Mary Kenning. Clerk Julie Sleath. 
Part meeting: District Councillor Chris Moorby
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 18 Jan 2023 were approved and signed.

2. Apologies received from PCSO Jayne Grace and County Councillor Simon Myers
3. To record members’ interests: Chairman Sleath confirmed interest in item number 12.5 (Clerk Salary)
4. Public Participation: No attendees from the public.
5. Village Matters

5.1 Underpass lights completed at last. Thanks to Cllr Simon Myers for pushing NYCC on this, and to NYCC for the good quality of work

5.2
NYCC Police report on crime: The report for January and February included: 2 x domestic incidents; 3 x concern for welfare incidents; 1 x sexual crime; 3 vehicle incidents; and a theft of money. Number of incidents had reduced to 23 from 28 over the last period. 
5.3 Brief note of actions following last meeting: 
· Noticeboard and website documentation updated and refreshed. 

· Response issued re HPC plans for a new Bench for the village in celebration of the forthcoming Coronation. 

· Streetlight issues raised for the light outside the surgery and chased NYCC re the underpass lights

· Loose manhole covers outside church reported and repaired by NYCC. 

· Updated new HPC address details to CDC and NYCC (again). 

· Agreed contract extension re grass cutting with Cowgills.

· Thank you sent to Geoff Northin for his considerable IT work for HPC following notice of his retirement. 
· Allotment vacancies filled. Waiting list now empty so notice posted on website and Facebook

· Standing Order review completed to ensure HPC compliant with correct procedures

· Notice submitted to Hellifield Herald on the sad passing of former Councillor John ‘Jonty’ Thwaite

5.4 Annual Asset review due in June. Lists and reports from last review circulated in preparation. 
Check on position with new Noticeboard at Barnes Garden to be carried out.
6.   Reports from District and County Councillors 
6.1 District Councillor Chris Moorby reported as follows: The planning application for work on the Flashes is not yet complete and will miss the last CDC planning meeting in March. It will therefore roll over to the new NYC planning team for a decision, once details are finalised and submitted. 

This was the final meeting for Councillor Moorby as District Councillors are no longer required under the new North Yorkshire Unitary Council. He was sincerely thanked by the Chairman for the support he has offered to Hellifield village and the Parish Council over the years and a small presentation was made.  
6.2 County Councillor Simon Myers report noted as follows: New Unitary Council budget reported in January meeting with comments on deficits. CDC officers are transferring to the new Council so there should be no alteration to services. 
The issue with the underpass lights has been chased again, and these are finally working following repairs. The issue with the rubbish in the main layby is ongoing and will hopefully be dealt with by the NYCC Cleaner Neighbourhood team. 
Locality Grants could be made available to support Coronation events or celebrations. Also could be used to fund any potential schemes e.g. suggested restoration of the Gisburn Road footpath near Aherne’s.
Cllr Myers’ report noted that this would be Councillor Chris Moorby’s last meeting and commented:  Chris has been an exemplary District Councillor, representing Hellifield and Long Preston for the last 11 years. He has worked hard for his residents, doing the day to day work of a District Councillor with much success, perhaps most visibly in some Planning decisions, but of course much more than that. 

But what Chris has done, beyond and above that, is work hard for all Craven residents. He has been an excellent Chairman of the Council, Chair and Vice Chair of Licensing for many years and Lead Member for a Greener Craven. It is this additional work which he didn’t need to do which makes all the difference to the ability of the Council to deliver for all our residents. It is ‘going the extra mile’.

So, on behalf of the Council and on behalf of the residents of Craven can I express my heartfelt thanks to Chris for all that he has done.
7. Correspondence: 
7.1 Coronation- alternate celebrations. Councillor Kenning reported that the Institute is not licensed for showing films, however they are prepared to open for coffee mornings on both the Coronation this year, and the D-day 80 celebrations in 2024. 
Agreed the ‘Lowther’ bench from Glasdon, with the Coronation logo is appropriate and can be ordered. Site visit with involved parties to be arranged to agree location.
7.2 Paul Emsley has issued a letter confirming that he is retiring from his Royal British Legion work. A thank you letter for his contribution in this respect will be sent by the Clerk. Arrangements needed for Remembrance Day wreath order 
8. Street Lighting: Light outside the GP Surgery is still out. Further report to CDC required

9. Highways:  Overflowing bin in CDC car park reported this week after usual collections. Since emptied.
Pavement outside Aherne’s is an ongoing issue, but recently re marked by NYCC so action may occur.

Back Lane repairs originally reported as poor standard are now breaking up. Clerk to notify Cllr Myers.

Cllr Chris Moorby indicated that he is still pushing for Average Speed cameras and this will continue.

10. Grass Cutting: Confirmed contract extended
11. Planning items: 

11.1 Application No: 2022/24629/FUL Date Received: 7th December 2022 Applicant: Mr S Lockley Proposal: Proposed re-roofing including formation of dormer window to rear roof slope. Location: 2 The Rockeries, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4EY – HPC had no comment on this item
11.2 Application Number: 2022/24584/VAR Proposal: Application for variation of condition no. 2 (Approved Plans) on approved planning application referenced 2021/22783/HH to include the revisions to side extension plans and elevations to the approved documents. Location: Glendair, Kendal Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HE – Cllr Hills reported that the Church of England Diocese and the Vicarage occupiers have lodged an objection to this application on the basis of a breach of privacy. The proposed balcony overlooks the vicarage which is attended by residents for private matters.  
11.3 Application Number: 2023/24760/HH Proposal: Single storey side extension to form garage and alterations to existing rear extension to replace pitched roof with flat roof to form balcony Location: The Rockeries, Main Road, Hellifield, BD23 4EY – HPC had no comment on this item
11.4 2022/24234/FUL Proposal: Extensions to Keepers Cottage and conversion of single storey barns and outbuildings at The Granary to form 3 dwellings. Location: Keepers Cottage and The Granary, Peel Green, Hellifield, BD23 4LD, Applicant: Wellock Estates Limited – CDC issued a letter regarding an open meeting on 13 March for parties interested in this application. HPC has objected previously against this as local feeling is that the proposed properties will be used for holiday/AirBnB letting which will impact significantly on the access road (well utilised by pedestrians), whilst bringing no benefit to the community. HPC agreed to issue a further objection with a request that, if approved, a restriction is placed on the property to be for residential use only and that access is maintained for a continuous right of way for vehicles and pedestrians. 
11.5 Section 73 application to vary Condition 2 and Condition 3 of C/42/79C (full planning permission for change of use of barn to provide additional accommodation for the attached farmhouse) in relation to amendments to window and door designs and amended materials for the replacement windows at Wenningber Farm, Malham Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JR - C/42/79 – HPC had no comment on this item
12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters 

12.1 Payments and receipts for January and February 2023 approved and signed.

12.2 Annual donation to St Aidan’s Church. Chairman Sleath gave the background in that this was originally for church clock winding costs but was changed a few years ago to be for general purposes. Cllr Hills advised that the money was now used for Community services. Chairman Sleath proposed the donation of £360 be made, Cllr Hills seconded, and all voted in favour.

12.3 Skipton Building Society Trustee position reviewed. No further forward. Ongoing. 
12.4 Approved instruction of John Bownass to act as Auditor for 2022/23 report. Proposed by Chaiman Sleath, seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour

12.5 Handyman appraisal and pay increase process complete

12.6 Clerk appraisal complete, notes awaited and salary increase to be considered/agreed when notes and offer letter received by Clerk.
13. Standing Orders Review. Completed by Clerk and circulated to HPC with no recommended changes. Proposal accepted by Chairman Sleath, seconded by Cllr Hills and all voted in favour
14. Annual Parish Meeting Date agreed to be at 7pm on 17 May 2023, immediately prior to the Parish Council meeting.
15. Change of July Meeting Date to Wednesday 26 July due to absences. To be agreed post meeting after diary checks by all.
16. Training for Councillors agreed this does not need to be an Agenda item. Requests can be circulated by email and authorised individually as and when required.
17. Council Recruitment originally notices were added to Noticeboards and the Parish Council website with no success. Individuals were identified and asked to join, with no success. Agreed to put up and circulate new notices by various methods to see if any interest can be generated. 
18. IT services following Geoff Northin’s retirement a new source from Settle (John Drake) has been requested to assist, and a first appointment has been made
19. To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. No items received
The meeting ended at:  21.10 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 17th May 2023 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – January 2023

